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FCC Decision -- Transition to 6.25 kHz Technology
On March 26, the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) released a Third Report and Order (the “Order”) in its Docket No. 99-87 proceeding, addressing the migration to 6.25 kHz technology in the private land mobile radio (“PLMR”) services.  The following summarizes the FCC’s decision.

Background

Through a series of decisions, the FCC adopted rules designed to encourage or require the use of narrower bandwidth equipment in the PLMR services.  It first adopted rules which would have prohibited the approval of equipment unless that equipment was capable of operating on narrowband channels.  Finding that modification of the rules governing equipment manufacturers was not sufficiently effective to promote narrowband technology, the Commission adopted regulations mandating that licensees migrate to narrowband systems.  Prior to the Order, the following rules were in place with respect to systems in the bands below 512 MHz:

· Licensees were required to migrate to 12.5 kHz or equivalent technology by January 1, 2013,.

· No applications for new systems using 25 kHz channels would be accepted after January 1, 2011.

· No applications to modify existing systems, that expanded the contour of those existing systems, would be accepted after January 1, 2011.

· Manufacture and import of equipment with equipment operating on a bandwidth up to 25 kHz would be permitted until January 1, 2011 (and equipment manufactured and imported after that date would be required to operate on one voice channel per12.5 kHz or a minimum data rate of 4800 bits per second per 6.25 kHz of bandwidth).
/
· Rules were suspended which otherwise required that applications for equipment submitted after January 1, 2005 could be granted only if the equipment operated on single bandwidth equipment with 6.25 kHz or multi-bandwidth equipment capable of operating on bandwidths of 6.25 kHz channels or with a data rate of 4800 bits per second per 6.25 kHz of bandwidth. 
User Migration to 6.25 kHz Technology

Based on comments it received, the FCC decided not to establish a specific migration path to 6.25 kHz technology (as it had for 12.5 kHz technology).  The Commission concluded that more time was necessary to allow development and field testing of 6.25 kHz equipment. Nevertheless, the FCC said that even though it is not now designating a date for migration to 6.25 kHz technology, it ultimately will establish that date in the future.  Accordingly, it “strongly urged” licensees to consider migrating to 6.25 kHz technology prior to the 12.5 kHz migration deadline (2013) rather than migrating twice.
Implementation Date for Equipment Authorization Rules -- 6.25 kHz Technology
Although the FCC decided not to reinstate the 2005 deadline for the manufacture of equipment with 6.25 kHz technology, it declined to eliminate the rule altogether.  Instead, it established January 1, 2011 as the date by which equipment must meet the 6.25 kHz channelization standards specified in the rules.  The Commission chose this date so that, among other reasons, users could have a choice of migrating to either 12.5 kHz or 6.25 kHz equipment. 
M/A-COM Proposals 

The FCC noted that M/A-COM offered alternative channel center plans for the VHF and UHF bands.  It also recommended converting shared channels to exclusive channels.  The FCC declined to act on M/A-COM’s proposals, but invited the company to submit a petition for rule making to seek the necessary rule changes. Nevertheless, the FCC noted that it had rejected proposals similar to M/A-COM’s in the past and stated that M/A-COM or any other entity should justify why the FCC’s past rejections of similar plans were no longer valid.  
Interim Transition Date

The National Public Safety Telecommunications Council (“NPSTC”) expressed concern about the FCC interim 2011 date after which licensees would not be able to make major modifications to their authorizations, without migrating to 12.5 kHz technology.  Nevertheless, the FCC found that NPSTC presented no information that would cause it to revise the two step -2011 and 2013 -- deadlines.
�/	 Until that time, equipment using 25 kHz bandwidth could be certified if it was also capable of operating on 12.5 kHz or narrower equipment, or with the equivalent efficiency.
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